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 10 September 2012 

To: Members of the Ohio District 

RE: Ohio District Family Membership Pilot 

Dear Kiwanians, 

We are making a special effort to communicate to all clubs and members that the Ohio District has 
an exciting new program to increase our membership.  Referred to as “Ohio Kiwanis Family 
Membership”, it was rolled out by our Lt. Governors, a forum at the district convention, and 
electronic means.  Although your club may have previously received information about this 
program, I wanted to follow up and reinforce its importance.   

Essentially the program involves the first member in each household paying the full amount for 
International dues, District dues and the Kiwanis magazine.  Up to two other family members 
residing at the same address receive a 50% discount for both International and District dues and 
do not receive (or pay for) the Kiwanis magazine.  This is a wonderfully easy way to increase our 
membership and thus our service to the community and to the world.  

This program focuses on three important demographics for Kiwanis growth: 

• The spouse of existing members, 

• Young couples for whom finances can be an issue; 

• New empty nesters who have volunteered for their children’s interests (sports teams, bands, 
etc.) and now are looking for new volunteering opportunities together; and 

• The son or daughter of members who attend school where there is no CKI.  They can more 
easily be tied to Kiwanis through membership in a club. 

This pilot gives clubs a focal point for growth – a wonderful rally point – that is not incorporated in 
KI’s usual programs.  And, when couples join together, there is greater commitment to their club 
than is true of many new members who join alone. 

Details are provided in the attached document, Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ).  A copy of the 
proposal and a PDF of the presentation are on the district website.  

I hope that you will promote this program within your club.  If you have questions you may contact 
Dave Whiteman or me (See the bottom of the FAQ sheet for contact information).   

If your division would like a presentation, please contact me. 

Thank you for your leadership and commitment as Kiwanians.  

   

W. A. Snellgrove  

Ohio District Governor 
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What is a Kiwanis International (KI) Pilot? 

KI allows districts to pilot, to try, a new membership plan for up to five years.  Once it is shown to be 

successful it can become permanent with a bylaw amendment at a KI convention.  During the term of the 

pilot, it is a temporary program and does not require bylaw changes at KI, the district or clubs. 

What Is the Ohio Family Membership Plan Pilot? 

The Ohio Family membership Plan reduces the dues and fees charged to clubs for the second and third 

member of a family that joins Kiwanis. 

The three requirements to be a family member are:  

• Live in the Same Household 

• Are a Spouse, Partner, Adult Offspring or Adoptee, Sibling or Equivalent  

• And Join the Same Kiwanis Club 

The club pays the same dues and fees to KI and the district for Family Member #1 as any other member.  The 

annual dues and fees charged the club by KI and the district for Family Member #2 & #3 are reduced by $42 

each ($21 of KI dues, $13 of district dues and $8 for KI magazine).  Clubs need to reduce their dues to family 

member #2 & #3 by at least $42. 

Normally there is a New Member Add Fee which is prorated depending on when the member joins.  It starts 

at $88 for an October joiner and is reduced each month.  NEW additions of Family Member #2 and #3 who 

join during the year are charged a flat fee of $25 by KI (no district fee) – regardless of when they join. 

What is the status of a family member within a club?   

The family member has all the rights, privileges and status of a regular active or senior member of the club 

with respect to holding office, voting privileges, serving as a club delegate and the like. 

What happens if a qualifying Kiwanis member is already a member of a local Kiwanis club?   

Of course a qualifying member may convert his/her status to family member at the beginning of the Kiwanis 

administrative year, which is October 1.  There is no New Member Add fee for this change. 

What is our objective? 

Our objective is to grow the membership in the clubs of the Ohio District.  This requires that 

we have a good program that meets the needs of modern couples.  The New England District 

has been successfully piloting this program for over a year 

What is our target group for this pilot? 

While we do expect spouses and adult children of existing members to join, our long-term 

target groups are young couples and new “empty-nester” couples (couples whose last child 

has gone to college), especially those who volunteered to support their children’s sports 

team, band, etc.  These should be key audiences for Kiwanis: many already volunteer in some 

areas, and having couples strengthens the bond to Kiwanis. 

Why a family membership plan? 

Unlike 50 years ago, today there are many couples who want to volunteer together.  Either 

both will  join, or neither will.   This is especially true of young professional couples and new 

“empty-nesters”.  A program to reward couples to join is an important tool for marketing 

Kiwanis.  We believe this will  increase the number of young members and women in the 

organization.  It will  make us even more “family friendly”. 

The proposed plan gives Kiwanians a great marketing tool to sell their club.  It says to 

couples – we care enough about both of you committing to Kiwanis that we will  give you a 

“volume discount”. 

What are our Ohio membership gain expectations? 

Each club in New England that actively promoted this pilot has gained 2 – 7 new members 

with this program this year.  We would expect to gain 50 – 70 new couples and 30 new 

individual family members each year of the program in Ohio.   
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Who is Kiwanis competing with for members? 

We usually think of Lions, Rotary, etc.  But we are also competing with other service that has 

NO dues required.  Couples can volunteer at the Memorial Golf Tournament, the Komen Race 

for the Cure, and many other things.  We need to offer something upfront to potential 

member couples.  Once a couple joins, the fellowship, friendship, etc. will  keep them active. 

What are the appropriate metrics for measuring success? 

In order to prove this program successful and to make it permanent, we need to show 

growth in NEW members – both individual spouses new to Kiwanis membership AND new 

couples.  Therefore, we need to measure ALL new members recruited by this program, not 

just the “reduced dues” family members.  If a couple joins together due to this program, 

both the “full dues” and “half dues” member need to be tracked.  This can be done by 

keeping the district office informed of all new members recruited with this pilot. 

Who determines if a person is eligible to be considered for family membership?   

The club will be responsible for determining that criteria described previously are met.   

What can a club charge a family member as dues ?   

The club determines dues and fees to be paid by club members.  However, the purpose of the family 

membership plan is to reduce the cost of membership to family members.  The club will be asked to certify 

that dues charged Family Members #2 and #3 are at least $42/yr. (the amount of reduced costs to the club 

from KI and the district) less than other active members.   

What Do Clubs Need To Do To Participate? 

No changes need to be made for Family Member #1’s dues.  Clubs need to reduce dues for Family Member 

#2 & #3 by at least $42.  Since this is a pilot, clubs do not need to modify their Bylaws to do this, just agree 

to reduce the dues.  When the program is successful and KI formalizes family membership in its bylaws, 

clubs will need to modify their bylaws to accommodate the permanent program.  There is a form to notify 

the District office of these changes 

How Does a Club Enter New Family Members? 

The secretary can add new family members as soon as they join.  There is a Special Box (where secretary 

picks former SLP, transferring member, etc.) to show family membership.  All other information can be 

entered as usual.  Once the information is entered, the secretary should email - Club Name, Club Number, 

Family Members #1, #2 & #3 Names to: 

• The District Office (dave@ohiokiwanis.org) AND  

• KI Member Services (memberservices@kiwanis.org)  

Checks for new members can be sent to KI based on billing from KI or with appropriate documentation to 

ensure proper credit. 

When will family memberships go into effect in the Ohio District?   

New family members joining an existing club can join immediately.  For current members converting to 

family member status the effective date is October 1, 2012.    

Are there any financial benefits to family members as charter members of a newly formed club?   

Newly formed Kiwanis clubs pay a onetime fee of $50 per each charter member at the time the club is 

formed.  There is no distinction made for family members.  Once the new club is fully chartered, members 

joining after that may qualify as family members if the criteria for family membership are met.   

Who Do We Contact With Questions? 

You can contact: 

• Member Services at Kiwanis International (1-800-KIWANIS)  

• Immediate Past Governor Bill Snellgrove (614.433.7934 or Governor_Bill@columbus.rr.com)  

• District Secretary Dave Whiteman (614.848.5000 or 888.827.8196 or dave@ohiokiwanis.org) 


